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THE LATEST HITTITE DISCOVERIES 



PROFESSOR A. H. SAYCE, LL.D. 
Queen's College, Oxford, England 



The recent discoveries made by Professor Winckler at Boghaz 
Keui in Cappadocia have finally settled the question of the Hittite 
empire. They have shown that it had a very real existence, and that 
it was at one time the leading factor in the political history of the old 
oriental world. Other discoveries have come to supplement the rela- 
tions of the Boghaz Keui tablets, and a new page has been opened in 
ancient history. The discoveries have naturally been a source of 
especial gratification to myself as they have verified the conclusions at 
which I arrived some thirty years ago, and which in some quarters 
were received with hesitation or skepticism. It is not often that the 
propounder of a new theory in history or archaeology lives to see his 
theory confirmed. 

In dealing with the latest results of Hittite research I must of 
necessity be to a certain extent autobiographical, for they have verified 
not only my main contentions, but also minor points such as the 
identification of the name read Mauthenar by the Egyptologists with 
the Hittite Mutal, or the correction of the name which the Assyriolo- 
gists had supposed to be Patina into Khattina. The excavator's spade 
has now made it certain that in the age of the Nineteenth Egyptian 
Dynasty and the Israelitish Exodus a great Hittite empire existed with 
its capital at Boghaz Keui, that its power to influence extended over 
Asia Minor and Syria, and that it played an important part in the 
politics of the day. 

The discovery of this empire, all memory of which had so long been 
lost, was for the history of the ancient East what the discovery of the 
planet Neptune was for astronomy; it explained facts which otherwise 
did not admit of solution and supplied as it were the missing link in 
the historical chain, or cleared up the origin of certain monuments 
found in Asia Minor which had previously been a puzzle, and pro- 
vided a bridge across which the elements of oriental culture could 
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have been carried to the countries of the West. Hence it was that 
from the first a warm welcome was given to it by the German historian, 
Eduard Meyer, and the French archaeologist and explorer, Perrot. 

One by one my views and contentions were admitted by oriental 
archaeologists, and the discovery of the Tel el-Amarna tablets in 
1887 threw fresh light on the matter. They made it clear that the 
Hittites had played an important part in the history of the Mosaic 
Age, that they had wrested from the hands of Egypt its Syrian pro- 
vinces, and that the petty provinces of Canaan had in their pay bands 
of Hittite free-lances, the advance-guard, as it were, of the regular 
army. From time to time the leaders of these free-lances made 
themselves masters of the towns and districts in which they served, so 
that a considerable portion of Palestine came to be governed by a 
military caste of Hittite or northern origin. This is the reason why 
Heth is called a son of Canaan in the book of Genesis, while Palestine 
was known to the Assyrians as the land of the Hittites. That the 
intruders should have deeply influenced the people among whom they 
settled was inevitable; ideas and customs of Cappadocian origin must 
have been imported into Syria and Canaan, and, as has been recently 
remarked by Professor Winckler, we must be prepared to find Hittite 
elements in the language of Canaan itself. Many years ago I sug- 
gested that the Hebrew "cities of refuge" were one of these examples 
of Hittite influence; the asylon or "city of refuge" was an institution 
of Asia Minor, not of the Semitic peoples, and its presence on Semitic 
soil is otherwise difficult to account for. There is no longer any 
reason for holding the suggestion to be impossible. 

The traces of a Hittite empire, which I believed in 1879 I had dis- 
covered, consisted in large measure of a series of monuments in a 
peculiar style of art which extended from Syria northward and west- 
ward through Asia Minor to the coast of the Aegean. Many of these 
monuments are accompanied by inscriptions in hieroglyphic char- 
acters which are as peculiar as is the art of the monuments, and it was 
accordingly natural to suppose that they were of Hittite origin. The 
discovery of the Tel el-Amarna tablets, however, subsequently made 
it clear that by the side of this native script the cuneiform characters 
of Babylonia were also employed. One of the tablets contains a 
letter from the Hittite king to the Egyptian government in the cunei- 
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form script and Assyrian language, and there are two other letters in 
cuneiform characters but in a language which we now know to have 
been Hittite. 

It would therefore seem that while the native hieroglyphics were 
used for monumental purposes like the hieroglyphics of Egypt, for 
ordinary literary purposes the cursive cuneiform of Babylonia was 
employed. And along with the use of the foreign script frequently 
went the use of the foreign language of Babylonia and Assyria, at all 
events so far as international correspondence was concerned. The 
educated Hittite was thus in the same position as the educated 
Canaanite; he was called upon not only to learn the syllabary of 
Babylonia, but its language. The first actual proof that the language 
of the new Tel el-Amarna tablets referred to above was that of the 
Hittites was furnished by the discovery of some fragmentary tablets at 
Boghaz Keui by M. Chantre more than ten years ago. When these 
came to be examined it was found that the language of them was the 
same as that of the two tablets in the Tel el-Amarna collection. The 
fact is of some importance, since the Tel el-Amarna tablets contain 
well-known formulae the meaning of which is given us in other letters, 
and they thus provide us with a starting-point for the decipherment 
of the Hittite texts. They have finally disposed of the belief long 
maintained by some scholars that the Hittite language was Semitic. 

Advances were soon made in our knowledge of the Hittites and 
their history in other directions. The corrections made by Dr. 
Knudtzon in the published copies of the Tel el-Amarna correspond- 
ence and a fuller examination of its contents showed that the Hittites 
played a much more important part in the affairs of Palestine during 
the later days of the Eighteenth Egyptian Dynasty (b.c. 1400) than we 
had previously imagined. Like the Swiss in the Middle Ages, or 
David at the court of Achish, Hittite leaders of condottieri or free- 
lances sold their services to the petty princes of Canaan and even to 
the Pharaoh himself. They formed the body-guard of the Canaanit- 
ish vassals of Egypt, with whose help the latter made war upon each 
other and sacked one another's towns. The free-lances naturally had 
no scruple in transferring their services from one paymaster to another 
when tempted by higher rates of pay, or in seizing for themselves a 
principality which they had been called in to defend against its 
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neighbors. Several of the governors of the Canaanitish states already 
bore Hittite names, and were of Hittite origin, and they acted as 
agents of the Hittite king who had long since been undermining the 
authority of Egypt in Syria and Palestine, and whose armies were 
now occupying the Syrian cities and driving the Egyptian garrisons 
before them. When the Mosaic Age began, Hittite influence was 
predominant in Canaan, its towns were in the hands of a military 
caste which was mainly composed of Hittite bands, and the Egyptian 
authority in them was merely nominal. 

This was not the only fact, however, which had come to light. 
We had learned further that Hittite influence had already begun to be 
felt in Palestine long before the Mosaic Age and the period of the 
Eighteenth Egyptian Dynasty. Some years ago Brugsch had drawn 
attention to a stela in the Louvre on which reference is made to an 
Egyptian campaign against Hittite settlements in the south of Canaan 
in the early days of the Twelfth Dynasty. But that the word Khata 
here means "Hittite" was disputed on the ground that the deter- 
minative attached to it is not that of "country." To the non-Egyp- 
tologist, indeed, it would seem that common-sense ought to have made 
such a dispute impossible, and evidence was not long in forthcoming 
to prove that the common-sense interpretation of the name was correct. 
Professor J. L. Myres showed that the painted pottery found in the 
pre-Israelitish remains at Lachish and Gezer has a Hittite origin and 
can be traced to the districts near Boghaz Keui north of the Halys; and 
then Mr. L. W. King announced another discovery which made it clear 
that in the age of Abraham the Hittites were already a great military 
power whose armies undertook campaigns against the Babylonian 
empire of which Canaan was at that time a province. In the reign of 
the last king of the dynasty to which Khammurabi — the Amraphel 
of Genesis — belonged, Babylonia was invaded by the Hittite forces, 
and Mr. King is probably right in believing that the fall of the dynasty 
was a result of the invasion. The discovery confirmed certain 
passages in the great Babylonian work on astronomy and astrology 
which was compiled in the time of Khammurabi, according to which 
" the king of the Hittites not only took an active part in Asiatic politics 
but was especially formidable to the Babylonian government." Dr. 
Wright, in his Empire of the Hittites, long ago drew attention to these 



LATEST HITTITE DISCOVERIES 371 

references to Hittite power, but as there was the possibility of their 
having been inserted in the Babylonian astronomical work by a later 
hand I never myself made use of them. The fragmentary Babylonian 
Chronicle brought to light by Mr. King has now, however, shown that 
my skepticism was misplaced. 

Meanwhile a concession had been granted by the Turkish govern- 
ment to the German Oriental Society to excavate at Boghaz Keui, 
north of the Halys, where I had long since placed the northern capital 
of the Hittite empire and toward which Sir W. Ramsay had proved 
that all the ancient roads in Asia Minor converged. In the spring of 
1906, accordingly, Professor Winckler and the Turkish commissioner 
Makridi Bey proceeded to the spot and commenced operations. They 
were unable to remain there long, but what they found surpassed 
all expectations. No less than two libraries of clay books came to 
light, one of them containing multitudes of tablets of all sizes, the 
dimensions of some of them, indeed, being unusually large. Many 
of the tablets turned out to be in the Assyrian language and therefore 
can be read without difficulty, but the greater number are in the native 
language of the country. Among them is a copy of the famous treaty 
between Ramses II of Egypt and the Hittite king, the Egyptian version 
of which has been so long known: the language of this is Assyrian, as 
is that of the other tablets which possess an international character. 
The discovery of this copy of the treaty is one of the romances of 
archaeology, not the least remarkable part of the discovery being that 
it should have been made at the very commencement of the excava- 
t ons. The cuneiform text gives us at last the true pronunciation of 
the names of the Egyptian kings, about which a good deal of learned 
controversy has lately arisen; the name of Ramses II, for example, 
appears in it as Riya-masesa Miya-Amana. 

The tablets were found on the western side of the ancient citadel 
of Boghaz Keui, now called Boyuk-Kaleh, which stands on an emi- 
nence at the northwest corner of the city walls. Here was a series of 
chambers, the walls of which were built of wood covered with clay 
tiles and resting on foundations of mortared stones. When the place 
was burnt at the time of the downfall of the Hittite power the wood- 
work in the walls naturally fell in, concealing whatever within them 
had resisted the action of the fire. It was in these chambers that the 
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library and records of the Hittite monarchs were kept, and when the 
chambers were destroyed the tablets were partly covered by the ruins, 
partly broken and rolled over down the slope of the hill. Here they 
were discovered by the excavators lying buried in the earth, the 
broken fragments becoming larger and more perfect the nearer the 
old level of the chambers was approached. 

The second library was excavated in the summer of 1907. Its 
contents were discovered on the east side of the remains of a colossal 
temple which stood in the lower town, and to which paved streets led 
on all the four sides. The general plan of the temple resembled that 
of the Egyptian or Syrian sanctuaries. A great square court leads 
on the north side to a columned hall, to the north of which again is 
the holy of holies with a number of small chambers on either side of it . 
Attached to the temple were numerous other rooms which served as 
magazines, and it was in one of these that the tablets were stored. 

It will be long before the tablets can be made fully to disclose their 
tale. Very many of them are broken, the forms of the characters are 
often unfamiliar, and the larger portion of the texts is in the still unde- 
ciphered Hittite language. The time at Professor Winckler's disposal 
for copying and examining the more important Assyrian texts has 
been but short, and a good deal of it has been occupied in the work of 
excavation. Nevertheless the revelations already made are wide- 
reaching in the extreme. A new chapter has been opened in the his- 
tory of oriental civilization, and the important part played in it by 
the Hittite peoples has been made plain. One of the most interesting 
points about the archives of the Hittite empire that have been thus 
recovered is their close relationship to the Tel el-Amarna tablets. 
Many of them belong to the same period and have to do with the same 
persons. The disaffected governors of the Egyptian provinces of 
Syria and Palestine appear in them again; but whereas in the Tel el- 
Amarna tablets the writers profess to be the devoted servants of the 
Egyptian government, they here show themselves in their true light as 
vassals and agents of the Hittite king. In the Tel el-Amarna tablets 
we can watch the progress of the Hittite conquest of Syria; here in 
the Hittite records themselves we have a detailed account of its com- 
pletion. Just as Canaan had once been Babylonian and then Egyp- 
tian, so now in the Mosaic Age it became Hittite. 
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The records, in fact, exactly cover the age which we connect with 
the name of Moses. They begin in the closing days of the Eighteenth 
Egyptian Dynasty and come down to the period of the Exodus, if not 
later. It was a period of stirring change and action in the East. 
Babylonia had fallen into decay, and Assyria was rising at the expense 
of its southern neighbors. The newly found tablets reveal to us the 
Hittite kings uniting with Babylonia in endeavoring to check the 
rising power; the treaty between Ramses II and the Hittites had 
already had a predecessor in a similar treaty between the Hittites 
and the Babylonian king. 

Like the Tel el-Amarna tablets, therefore, the Hittite records 
exhibit to us a world in which active intercourse was carried on 
between one part of the civilized East and the other, and in this 
civilized East we now have to include the Hittite empire of Asia Minor. 
Lette s were constantly passing backward and forward from Egypt 
to Asia Minor or from Asia Minor to Babylon, the international 
language and script being those of Babylonia. It was a world of great 
literary activity, in which education must have been widely spread, 
and the postal services admirably organized. It was a world, too, 
in which women played a leading part; the Tel el-Amarna tablets 
indicate queen Teie rather than her son as the virtual ruler of Egypt, 
and now we find Pudu-Khipa, the widow of Khattu-sil II, occupying 
much the same position among the Hittites. Even the treaty between 
Ramses II and the Hittite king, Khattu-sil, was not altogether the work 
of the men, and Naptera, the wife of Ramses, expresses her satisfaction 
at its conclusion in a special letter to the Hittite queen. 

The Hittite empire had been founded, it would appear, by the 
grandfather of this same Khattu-sil, whose name was Subbi-luliuma. 
Subbi-luliuma's father had been king only of one of the numerous 
Hittite states; his son united the states under himself and extended 
his dominion over Syria and western Asia Minor. His reign must 
have been a very long one, since we find him corresponding with 
Amon-hotep III of the Eighteenth Egyptian Dynasty, while on the 
other hand his death could not have taken place many years before 
the accession of Ramses II. It was under him that Boghaz Keui 
became the capital of the Hittite empire, and that its temples, palaces, 
and walls were made worthy of the position assigned to it. 
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One of the first endeavors of the Hittite king was to reduce to vassal- 
age the kingdom of Mitanni or northern Mesopotamia — the Aram 
Naharaim of the Old Testament. Mitanni had at one time been an 
important state. It had served to check the growing power of Assyria; 
indeed it would even seem that Nineveh had for a while been tributary 
to it; it had been the ally of Babylonia, and the Pharaohs themselves 
did not disdain to marry the daughters of its royal family. It had 
reduced northern Syria to subjection, and carried on intrigues in 
Palestine. Several of the governors of the Canaanitish towns were 
Mitannians. Some of the longest letters in the Tel el-Amarna cor- 
respondence are from the Mitannian king, and one of the tablets con- 
tains a long list of the valuable presents which were sent to Egypt 
when a Mitannian princess was married to an Egyptian Pharaoh. 

But Mitanni proved no match for its Hittite foe. Dusratta, the 
father-in-law of the Pharaoh, was compelled to acknowledge the 
supremacy of the Hittite monarch and to pay him tribute; and when 
Dusratta was murdered by his son in the interest of Assyria, the Hittite 
king was not slow to take advantage of the fact and intervene in the 
internal affairs of the country. At first the Assyrian party succeeded 
in putting their own nominee on the throne, and the treasures of the 
palace were carried to Assyria; but Subbi-luliuma soon appeared 
upon the scene as the avenger of his murdered vassal; the Assyrian 
nominee and his supporters were driven out, and another son of 
Dusratta, who belonged to the Hittite party, was made king in his 
place. Between him and his suzerain a treaty was drawn up, defining 
his duties and the amount of tribute he should pay. One of the pro- 
visions of the treaty was that the Mitannian prince should divorce 
his other wives and marry the daughter of his Hittite overlord, whose 
descendants alone were henceforth to have a right to the throne of 
Mitanni ; another was similar to that in the treaty with Egypt which 
promised immunity to the political refugees of the two countries. 

Mitanni having been secured, Subbi-luliuma was now free to turn 
his attention to the Syrian province of Egypt. Here Egyptian author- 
ity was rapidly waning. Troubles at home, due to the attempt of the 
"Heretic King" to revolutionize the religion of Egypt, prevented the 
government from sending help to its sorely pressed officials in Syria, 
and the Hittite sovereign took full advantage of the fact. The newly 



LATEST HITTITE DISCOVERIES 375 

found records supplement the information we have derived from the 
Tel el-Amarna tablets; the same personages appear in each, and it is 
clear that the accusations of disloyalty brought by the Egyptian 
officials against the Amorite chieftains were not without foundation. 
Foremost among the Amorite leaders is Aziru, who, in his Tel el- 
Amarna letters, is profuse in his expressions of loyalty to the Pharaoh, 
but who shows himself under a very different light in the Hittite 
records where he is called "the king" of the Amorites. He evidently 
found that it paid him better to be on good terms with his formidable 
Hittite neighbors than with the decaying and dilatory government of 
Egypt, and accordingly we are told that he flung himself at the feet 
of the Hittite monarch who received him graciously and drew up a 
document defining the frontiers of Syria and handing it over to his 
vassal, the Amorite prince. The act was a sign to all the world that 
the scepter in Syria had passed out of the hands of Egypt and that the 
new lords of "the land of the Amorites," as the Babylonians called it, 
were the Hittites of Asia Minor. It must have been immediately 
after this that Kadesh on the Orontes became a Hittite stronghold 
from whence the regular forces of the Hittite king could march into 
Palestine in the track of the free-lances who had preceded them. The 
" king of the Amorites," it may be noted, is already mentioned in the 
old Babylonian work on astronomy in which references are made to 
the Hittites; we now learn from the Hittite tablets that he claimed 
rule not only over Syria but also over the Bedouin east of the Jordan 
as far eastward as the borders of Babylonia. The last of these kings 
of the Amorites was Sihon whose territories were occupied by the 
invading Israelites. 

Subbi-luliuma was succeeded by his son Mur-sil under whom the 
Amorites continued to be faithful to their Hittite masters and to pay 
their annual tribute of 300 shekels of gold. Then came the two sons 
of Mur-sil, Mutallis who was murdered, and Khattu-sil II who con- 
cluded the treaty with Ramses II. Khattu-sil, before his accession to 
the throne, had been the friend of an Amorite chieftain, whose name, 
the reading of which is doubtful, is provisionally transcribed Put-akhi 
by Professor Winckler. Put-akhi appears to have been suspected of 
disaffection; at all events he had been carried off to the neighborhood 
of Boghaz Keui by Mutallis, and there detained as a state prisoner. 
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Here he and Khattu-sil met one another; perhaps Khattu-sil also, 
as the next heir to the crown, had been suspected of treasonable designs 
and assigned to the same royal prison as the Amorite prince. At any 
rate, as soon as his brother was dead and he found himself seated on 
the Hittite throne, Khattu-sil restored Put-akhi to Syria, delivering 
to him — to use his own words — " the inheritance of his fathers and the 
royal throne." Put-akhi's daughter was further married to Khattu- 
sil's son, with a stipulation that the sovereignty over Syria should 
belong henceforward to their descendants. In this way the Hittite 
king hoped to secure the permanency of his empire over Syria. 

But his hopes were doomed to disappointment. When Khattu- 
sil died, he was followed by his son Dud-Khaliya who has left us a 
sort of edict concerning the internal affairs of the empire and regula- 
ting the relations of its confederated states. One of the signatories to 
it is the king of Carchemish. Dud-khaliya's successor was his son 
Arnuanta, to whom belongs a great cadastral survey of the empire and 
with whom its cuneiform records come suddenly to an end. Disaster 
must have fallen upon the Hittite capital; its strong walls were under- 
mined, its palaces and temples burnt, and the Hittite empire of Boghaz 
Keui was at an end. 

The meaning of this disaster has long since been revealed to us by 
the Egyptian monuments. In the eighth year of Ramses III (about 
B.C. 1200) the valley of the Nile was menaced by a great confederacy 
of northern tribes who assailed it partly by land, partly by sea. The 
confederacy represented the eastward advance of the Aryan tribes, or 
at least of tribes related to the Dorian Greeks. The classical writers 
knew them under the name of Phrygians whose first home had been 
in Thrace, and we read in Homer of the combats on the banks of the 
Sangarius where the Phrygian Priam fought with the Amazons — the 
warrior-priests of the Hittite goddess. The northerners, so Ramses 
III tells us, swooped first upon the Hittite lands. Nothing withstood 
them as they marched southward from Asia Minor to Syria, burning 
and destroying as they went. Egypt was their final goal, but it was 
saved almost by miracle. The old kingdom of the Pharaohs made 
one last effort for self-preservation, and a naval battle off the coast of 
Canaan ended in a signal victory for the Pharaoh. The naval victory 
was followed by a victory on land, and the barbarians were slaughtered 
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in droves. It was the expiring effort of Egyptian greatness; from 
that time forward Egypt became more and more effete and powerless; 
but the destruction of the barbarians secured the ancient culture of 
the Nile from being itself destroyed before its time. 

The Hittite empire in Asia Minor and Syria had not been so for- 
tunate: Boghaz Keui was captured and burnt and its clay archives 
scattered under the ruins where they are now being disinterred. The 
broken fragments of the empire, however, survived here and there, 
and after the storm of the northern invasion was past united again, as 
I shall show later on, in the empire of Kas or southern Cappadocia. 

The fall of the Hittite empire brought with it the fall of Babylonia, 
as the newly discovered tablets of Boghaz Keui have unexpectedly 
informed us. We learn from them that in the Mosaic Age a common 
danger had brought the two powers together. The Babylonian 
province of Assyria had successfully asserted its independence, and 
its kings were beginning to threaten the mother-country from which 
their ancestors had sprung. The right to rule over Western Asia, as 
the Babylonian kings had once ruled it, could be conferred only by 
Bel-Merodach at Babylon, and the parvenu princes of Assyria, in all 
the consciousness of their growing strength, were ambitious both to 
succeed to this rule and to have their right to do so recognized. 
Assyria was thus the enemy not only of the Hittite vassal states in 
Asia, but also of Babylonia, and it is not surprising, therefore, that 
the relations between Babylon and Boghaz Keui should have been 
close and intimate. 

The letters which passed between the Hittite and Babylonian 
sovereigns were of a very different character from those which were 
interchanged between the Egyptian Pharaoh and the Babylonian king. 
There was no question of treaties or defensive alliance between Egypt 
and Babylonia; the political spheres of the two countries were too far 
apart for anything of the kind. When the Babylonian king wrote 
to his "brother" of Egypt it was because the latter wanted to add a 
Babylonian princess to his harim, or perhaps because one of his brides 
had asked for a necklace of the lapis-lazuli beads which the Babylo- 
nians obtained from the mountains of Persia. But the correspondence 
between the Hittite and Babylonian governments was of a wholly 
different nature; it was concerned with matters of high politics and 
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international questions and — what is the most interesting fact of all — 
exhibits the Hittite king in his distant northern capital interfering 
with the internal government of the Babylonian kingdom just as in 
later days the Roman senate interfered with that of the kingdoms of 
a Ptolemy or an Antiochus. 

Here, for example, is Professor Winckler's translation of part of 
one of the letters addressed by the Hittite king Khattu-sil to Kadas- 
man-buryas of Babylonia (about b.c. 1300) : 

(I and your father) were united and became real brothers When your 

father died I wept for him like a good brother .... and I have sent my ambas- 
sador and written as follows to the Babylonian government: "(If you) do not 
acknowledge the son of my brother as king I shall be your enemy (and) shall 
invade Babylonia. If, however, another enemy attacks you or commits an act 
of hostility toward you, send to me and I will come to your help." These 
dispatches, however, no one showed you at the time, so in case they are not read 
to you I repeat here what I wrote. Since (your prime-minister) Itti-Merodach- 
baladhu — whom may the gods deprive of breath so that the evil word in his mouth 
does not become a deed! — has made me very angry with what he has written, 
saying: "Do you write to me as a brother, or do you order us as if we were your 
subjects?" 

This, therefore, is my answer to my brother: How can I order you as if you 
were my subjects? The Babylonians cannot "order" the Hittites, nor the 
Hittites the Babylonians. I have written the words out of friendliness toward 
them, in order that they should acknowledge the descendants of my brother 
Kadasman-Turgu. But this is the answer which Itti-Merodach-baladhu has 
made to me. In what I have written what is there so offensive that Itti-Merodach- 
baladhu should thus reply to me ? All that I have written to them is as follows: 
"If you do not acknowledge the son of your Master, the result will be that, should 
an enemy attack you, I will not come to your help!" But I have not taken the 
answer of Itti-Merodach-baladhu further to heart. Since at the time he wrote 
it my brother was still a child, and Itti-Merodach-baladhu is a bad man who acts 
according to his own free will. Why should I take it ill ? If now my brother 
complains that I have broken off diplomatic intercourse, I have done so because 
of the danger from the Beduin. But Itti-Merodach-baladhu makes mischief 
with my brother out of everything however small it may be. 

It is evident from this letter that in spite of Khattu-sil's disclaimer 
the Babylonian minister was fully justified in the protest he made 
Khattu-sil admits that he interfered with the succession to the 
Babylonian throne and threatened to invade the country if his nominee 
was not placed upon it. He could not have done much more if it 
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had been the vassal state of Mesopotamia or Syria. The "enemy" 
to whom he refers was doubtless Assyria, and in view of Assyrian 
ambitions the military assistance of the Hittites was important to the 
Babylonian government. The latter, however, clearly thought that 
it might be purchased too dearly. Events, nevertheless, proved that 
Khattu-sil was not far wrong. Babylonia was too weak to stand 
alone, and a few years later, when Hittite help was no longer forth- 
coming, Babylon was captured by an Assyrian army, and an Assyrian 
king became master of Babylonia. 

Elsewhere Khattu-sil treats the young Babylonian king as if he 
were his own ward, and proceeds accordingly to give him good advice. 

I have learnt [he writes] that my brother has grown up into a man and has a 

desire to hunt Go and plunder, therefore, the territory of your (Assyrian) 

enemy. If I hear that my brother has defeated the enemy, I will say of my 
brother: He is a king who knows how to handle arms. 

It must be remembered that the Hittite occupation of Mesopotamia 
and Syria had brought the frontier of Khattu-sil's empire to the con- 
fines of Babylonia. This will explain another passage in one of 
Khattu-sil's letters to the Babylonian court, referring to a complaint 
brought by the latter against Banti-sinni the Amorite king, who was 
one of Khattu-sil's subjects and, in fact, had been placed on the 
Amorite throne by his Hittite overlord. 

As regards Banti-sinni, [says Khattu-sil] about whom my brother writes that 
he "disturbs the land," I have questioned Banti-sinni, and he has replied: "I 
had a debt of thirty talents of silver owing me from the inhabitants of Akkad 
(northern Babylonia)." Now, however, since Banti-sinni is my vassal, my 
brother can enter a charge against him, and in the presence of your ambassador, 
Hadad-sar-ilani, he shall defend himself before the gods for disturbing my brother's 
land. And if my brother will not bring the suit himself, your representative, who 
has heard that Banti-sinni has disturbed my brother's land, shall come and carry 
on the action. And I will order Banti-sinni to come and defend himself, since he 
is my vassal. If he disturbs my brother, does he not disturb me also ? 

As was natural, the conclusion of the treaty with the Egyptian 
Pharaoh was communicated by Khattu-sil to his Babylonian ally. 
The triple alliance which was formed between the three great powers 
of the ancient oriental world in anticipation of the triple alliance in 
Europe today, was aimed at repressing the growing power of Assyria. 
For a time it seems to have been successful in its object, but the inva- 
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sion of the northern barbarians broke it up and allowed Assyria to 
become the dominant state in the East. Boghaz Keui, "the city of 
the Hittites" as it was officially termed, was worthy of the empire 
of which it was the capital. Its walls, with their towers and gates, 
inclosed a vast area and stood on a huge rampart of earth, the sloping 
sides of which were coated with stone. In front of them was another, 
exterior wall of defense, also provided with towers, while here and there 
vaulted passages ran under them, affording an entrance into the city 
from outside. The gates were massive and imposing, that on the 
citadel hill being flanked by two sphinxes which have been taken to 
the museum at Constantinople, while the east gate was adorned with 
a bas-relief of the king. 

Within the walls the city rose terrace above terrace to a rocky 
height upon which was the citadel together with the royal palace. 
Below, in the lower city, was a colossal temple approached on all its 
four sides by paved streets. Three other temples of lesser size, but 
built on the same plan, have also been excavated, as well as what 
appears to have been a palace close to the eastern gate of the town. 
That the walls and other buildings of the city all belong to one period 
and reflect the architectural conceptions of the same age is the unani- 
mous opinion of the German architects attached to the expedition. 

I have left to the last a consideration of the relation between the 
cuneiform monuments of Boghaz Keui and the hieroglyphic inscrip- 
tions which we are accustomed to call Hittite. A few of these inscrip- 
tions have been found at Boghaz Keui ; the only one of them to which 
a cuneiform translation was attached is, however, unfortunately 
destroyed. It is clear that while the hieroglyphs might be used for 
what we should term monumental purposes, for inscriptions on seals 
and the like, the ordinary literary medium was the Babylonian script. 

It is a noteworthy fact that almost all the hieroglyphic inscriptions 
are met with south of the Halys, not north of it in the neighborhood 
of Boghaz Keui itself. For some time past I believe that I have had 
in my hands a key to their decipherment, and the grammatical forms 
and words which I have thus succeeded in bringing to light have been 
remarkably confirmed by the cuneiform tablets of Boghaz Keui on 
which the same forms recur. But the work of decipherment has 
proceeded slowly, and as with the increase of materials I have had 
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continually to revise and correct my former readings it has been 
difficult for others to follow it. That the decipherment should not 
have advanced more rapidly has been due partly to the want of texts 
and the mutilated condition of so many of them, partly to the fact 
that I have had to work alone, no other scholar having come forward 
to share my labors. And in decipherment, as in other things, two 
pairs of eyes see better than one. In spite of all difficulties, however, 
I have now reached a point where definite conclusions as to the date 
and origin of the hieroglyphic inscriptions have become possible. 
Their authors were Hittites, but they were not the Hittites of Boghaz 
Keui, and the empire to which the inscriptions testify was not the 
empire of the Hittites but the empire of Kas. In the Tel el-Amarna 
tablets the Hittites and the Kas are coupled together and Cappadocia 
south of the Halys was known to the Assyrians as the land of the Kusa 
or Kosh, while according to the tablets of Boghaz Keui, Gaswya was 
one of the states which made up the Hittite confederacy. It would 
seem that after the overthrow of the Hittite empire of Boghaz Keui the 
scattered fragments of it once more united under the leadership no 
longer of northern, but of southern, Cappadocia. Their capital and 
center may perhaps have been at Emir Ghazi, east of Konia, where Sir 
W. Ramsay has discovered important Hittite remains. At all events 
this empire of Kas would have been the empire of Cilicia to which the 
classical geographer Solinus makes allusion and which he describes as 
embracing Lydia and Pamphylia on the one side and extending to 
Armenia and Syria on the other. The language of the inscriptions is 
that of the later Cilicia, and it was in Cilicia that the hieroglyphic script 
was last used. The existence of the empire I should date between B.C. 
1200 and 1100; the inscriptions of the Assyrian king Tiglath-pileser I 
show that it could not have lasted longer. All such conclusions, how- 
ever, it must be remembered, are provisional only; for incontroverti- 
ble proof or disproof we shall have to wait. But one fact is already 
clear; whereas the supreme god of the Hittites of Boghaz Keui was 
Khattu, "the Hittite," the god of whom the kings of Kas were the 
children and followers was Sandes, who was identified with Herakles 
by the Greeks. Hence in the Herakleid Dynasty of Lydia lies a 
reminiscence of Hittite conquest in the age of the empire of Kas. 



